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Module Aims:

The module aims to provide a critical analysis of key issues in the theoretical understandings of
criminal behaviour and responses to it.

Expected Learning Outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
On successful completion of the modules students will be able to

1. Show a critical awareness and evaluate the relevance of different criminological theories and
their application and to working with offenders in the criminal justice system.
2. Demonstrate a critical understanding of criminological and psychological theories of crime in
the context of the wider social and political context.
3. Critically analyse the relationship between criminological theory and research and its
relationship to criminal justice and social policy.
4. Critically examine the philosophical arguments that underpin and justify the use of
incarceration in the 21% century and examine the use and role of prison in other countries.
5. Critically examine the social construction of crime and the criminal justice system.
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:
On successfully completing the module students will have developed
Investigative skills




IT skills
Writing skills

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, project) and
the weighting of each (%). Details of indicative assessment tasks must be included.

Essay: Students will demonstrate a critical understanding of key criminological theories in the wider
social and political context.

Assessment Learning Type of Weight- | Durati | Word count or
Outcomes to assessment | ing on (if equivalent if
be met exam) | appropriate

1 1-5 Essay 100% 4000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:
A variety of methods will be employed including lead lectures, seminars, small group tutorials on line
and face to face.

Syllabus outline:

Representations of crime in Cinema,;

Structural issues in criminology: problems of determinism, problems of subjectivity;
Agency approaches and the attempt to solve the problem of determinism;

The left and criminology: radical, critical, realist?

The right and criminology: libertarian, realist, administrative?

Structuration theory, crime and criminology;

Gender issues in criminology: Why men and why not women?

Late Modernity or Postmodernity? Implications for crime and criminology;

Cultural Criminology;

Early Psychological Theories of Crime;

The contentious role of Investigative psychology;

Sex crime, psychology and the neglect of politics;

Towards theoretical synthesis?: Combining psychological and sociological theories of crime;
From gangs to nations: The criminology of mass murder;

The criminology of terrorism: The inability of criminology to study the globalization of crime.
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